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Monica, was a Christian ; and, although she seems to have shown no particular zeal in his early years, it is possible that her later devotion had some indirect influence on the course of his development. Augustine is obviously troubled in his Confessions about her earlier neglect, yet he has depicted her as a woman of exceptionally religious character. Her husband, Patricius, was an Afro-Roman of the usual type. Very irascible and very generous, unrestrained by religious convictions or by the Christian view of conjugal duty, he is said to have yielded to his wife's importunity and accepted the restrictions of Christianity, like so many others, when his earthly life seemed to be drawing to a close. He was a curial of his native town, but of small fortune. Possibly some ancestor of his had been honoured with the higher magistracy, an elevation which had ruined many a curial patrimony. Even small towns exacted a heavy fee for such a promotion, and the duumvir who did not in addition erect a permanent memorial of his gratitude in the town might expect some discomfort. The charge was hereditary ; Augustine escaped it by becoming a teacher, and thus secured the liberty to dispose of his property, which was rigorously denied to the unhappyinto the lands of the
